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The Bible is read aloud in India perhaps more frequently than anywhere else in the world 


HERE are no roads more crowded than the pathways 
i Re India. Through the lurid heat of the day and into 
the oppressive evening hours, millions of people trudge the 
Indian road. Who are these people that walk so endlessly across 
India’s sprawling stretches? 

They are legion. Most recent population figures reveal 
that there are nearly 400 million people in India. Of these 
about 300 million live in rural areas and small villages. 
There are in India 558,089 villages, and only 300 towns 
and cities—of which seventy-three have a population of 
100,000 or more. 

They are religious. Everywhere the Indian road is 
flanked by temples and shrines—some ornate and costly, 
many more crude and homemade. The leading religion of 
India, Hinduism, claims 303 million adherents, or about 
85 percent of the population. Christians number about 
8,200,000, or 2.3 percent of the total. Nearly 60 percent of 
the Protestants in India are in the States of the South. Of 
all the rest, over 45 percent are in Assam alone, where the 
Church is making tremendous strides. 

They are preliterate; most of the people who walk 
India’s road have not yet learned to read or write. The 
percentage of literacy in India is about 17 percent. In the 
whole of the country the number of literates is estimated to 
be about sixty millions, but the rest are learning fast; 
approximately a million adults are learning to read each 
year. The silent millions treading India’s road are begin- 
ning to speak. 

They use a babel of tongues. It is reported by respon- 
sible authorities that in all of the Indian subcontinent 179 
different languages are used and 544 dialects, making a 


total of 723 mutually unintelligible forms of speech. For 
the educated classes English has been the main language, 
but, for the vast majority of India’s millions, there is no 
uniform means of communication. This is one of India’s 
most aggravating problems. 

They are nationalists. After more than three centuries 
of colonial submission, India is a free nation. She carries 
her independence with immense pride. 

They are in the midst of social revolution. Every aspect 
of Indian society is undergoing violent change. Every man 
on the Indian road feels the shaking of the earth beneath 
his feet. The political and social changes are but expres- 
sions of a fundamental revolution in age-old convictions 
about the nature of the universe and the meaning of hu- 
man life that have characterized Indian thought for a 
thousand years. One brilliant spokesman for the revolu- 
tion Devanandan, has described its central feature as 
being that ““men and women whose grandparents were 
taught to accept oppression, poverty and disease as the 
will of the gods are now convinced that these are to a 
great extent man-made evils which can be conquered by 
concerted human effort. . . . The long-suffering poor and 
exploited have come to realize a new sense of dignity and 
historical mission. They are determined to rise and collect 
their due.” 

They are in need of Christ. The beloved people who 
walk the Indian road—some brilliant and witty, some 
devoted and zealous, some weary and confused—all need 
to meet the Saviour who walks their roads and ours. 
India is becoming suspicious of “foreign money”’ and “for- 

(Continued on page 95) 
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NEW COLORS ON THE BIBLE CAUSE MAP 


APMAKERS are having a lively time keeping up with the changing 

(A. world. All across it the cries of peoples and colonies struggling to be 
nations are echoing. New colors appear on the map; new patterns of 
government arise. 

These striking changes have deep implications for Bible Society work. 
These deeper implications were seen some twenty-five years ago in a 
conference of the British and American Bible Societies’ officers in London. 
Then there was stated the belief that “The growth on the mission field of 
‘native churches with an indigenous leadership, together with the develop- 
ment of the national spirit, creates a situation which calls for the sympa- 
thetic consideration of the Bible Societies.” 

This prophetic statement did not mean that the British and American 
Societies would rush to create new national Societies in every land at once. 
But it did mean that where there was a Christian community of some 
strength and leadership, measures of advance were to be taken. The China 
Bible Society would have been formed in 1937 but for the Sino-Japanese 

- War: the Japan Society was formed in 1938; that of Korea in 1940; of 
India, Pakistan and Ceylon in 1944; of Brazil in 1949; of Indonesia in 1954. 


Societies was ended in those lands. What it did mean was that the 
Bible cause became an element in the life of the national Churches, 
, not a foreign enterprise but one for which they were responsible. 

Let us take the national Society of India, Pakistan and Ceylon, for 
example. Established in 1944 on the foundation of auxiliaries of the British 
Society, this young Society has more than doubled the number of its 
branches and nearly doubled its local support since then. Even so, the 

contributions in India are only $33,600, the number of members only 
about 10,000. Yet this earnest young Society is in the midst of some 
6,000,000 evangelical Christians, of whom only 28 percent can read. Also, 
this Society faces in the three countries a national population of 450,000,- 
000! The linguistic complexity is staggering. At least thirty languages 
require whole Bibles. There are 7,000,000 people speaking eighty-four 
languages for which no translations exist. Though in ten years the circula- 
tion of whole Bibles has tripled, and of Testaments increased 75 percent, 
how meager is a total circulation of 940,000 over against both the Christian 
population—and still more the non-Christian! 


| i no one think that this meant that the work of the British-or American 


¢ 1s thus imperative that to the India Society, and to other national 
Societies also facing tasks beyond their power, other Societies in more 
favorable situations—as our own—give every possible help. This is not a 
matter of nationalities. The colors on the Christian’s map do not change 
at national boundaries. It is because we are Christians that we strive to 
"bring the Bible to all men. As Christians we must join together across the 


world to spread the Word of Him who is the Saviour of all men. 
—Eric M. North 
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Religion Did Not Die 
BY CHARLES (@:2PARLIN 


uE Orthodox Bible is being printed in Russia. It is the first 
Being there since the establishment of the Soviet State in 
1918. 

This I was told in Moscow in March 1956 while there as a 
member of the nine-man delegation from the National Council 
of Churches at the invitation of the Patriarch of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 

The change of status of Churches in Russia since the beginning 
of World War II is sensational. Historically the Russian people 
were devout. Christianity came there very early, and for cen- 
turies the Orthodox Church was headed by a Patriarch, with 
Metropolitans next in rank and then bishops and priests. In 1721 
Peter the Great, in taking over everything, abolished the Patri- 
archy and made himself, the Czar, head of the Church. It be- 
came the established Church, supported by State funds. This 
system continued until 1917, when the Bolsheviki, by murder of 
the Czar, eliminated the head of both the State and of the Church. 
For the State they established the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party; and Lenin emerged as dictator, to be fol- 
lowed by Stalin. The Church, by a series of decrees, was pre- 
vented from organizing. Atheism was decreed as the belief of the 
State. 

In the bloody years following the revolution all persons sus- 
pected of Czarist or counterrevolutionary sympathy were liqui- 
dated, and the toll among the clergy was heavy. State funds were 
cut off and churches were taken over for anti-religious museums; 
and some were used for offices, warehouses or even stables. Wave 
after wave of abuse and ridicule was launched. The churches 
had a precarious existence. 

But religion did not die. In the villages of the vast land humble 
people still worshiped, and faithful priests and pastors, while 
eking out a meager and dangerous existence, continued to serve 
their flocks. Then with the war came a return to churches. In the 
dark war days of 1943 three Metropolitans of the Orthodox Church 
went to Stalin with three demands: (1) that the Churches be 
allowed to organize; (2) that they be allowed to open theological 
schools; and (3) that the government set up a responsible agency 
with whom the Churches could deal. It is worthy of note that 
these men spoke not only for their Orthodox Church but for the 
other religious faiths as well. Apparently the army was putting 
some pressure on Stalin at that time; but whatever the reasons, 
Stalin granted the demands. 

The Orthodox Church organized, turning the clock back two 
hundred years to the Patriarchy; and in February 1945 Alexei, 
the Metropolitan hero of Leningrad, was elected to the office. 

Patriarch Alexei, today a man in his seventies, is an outstand- 
ing person. I found in him those qualities of great leadership 
which are so rare. As I watched him during one of our confer- 
ences I recalled that on becoming Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill had said: “I did not accept this office to preside over 
the liquidation of the British Empire’; here also was a man who 
had not accepted enthronement as Patriarch of all the Russians 
to preside over the liquidation of the Church. Under his leader- 
ship the Orthodox Church is reorganized (in 1941, before the 
war, it had only six bishops; now it has 72); it is supported en- 
tirely by voluntary contributions and the sale of candles, and it 
has funds to take back and renovate old churches and to build 
new ones and to launch missionary projects. Theological schools 
are again functioning, with many more applicants than they can 
accommodate. Services are jammed. And now all ridicule and 
abuse has been ordered stopped. 

The November 1954 Khrushchev decree is an amazing docu- 
ment. After reciting that the State will continue its drive against 
religion, but the attack will henceforth be by the teaching of 
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science, the chief of the Soviet State says: 

“Profound, patient, skillfully arranged scientific-atheist propa- 
ganda among believers will help them in the long run to free 
themselves from religious delusions. On the other hand, penaliz- 
ing administrative measures of any kind and insulting attacks 
on believers and clergy can only do harm, can only lead to 
strengthening and even intensifying their religious convictions.” 

During the ten days in Russia we conferred with leaders of 
not only the Russian Orthodox Church but also the Armenian 
Orthodox, the Russian Baptist, the Latvian Lutheran and the 
Estonian Lutheran, all of which ‘have active, well-organized 
work in Russia today. These face-to-face encounters were of 
tremendous interest. 

Next in numbers and importance to the Orthodox Church in 
Russia is the Evangelical Baptist, begun by missionaries from 
Germany about two hundred years ago. They have over 522,000 
enrolled members and estimate their community at 3,000,000. 
For their members they prescribe total abstinence from both 
alcohol and tobacco; and their congregations sing with tremen- 
dous feeling and vigor. In the Moscow church, packed with 
standees in all the aisles and balconies, I will never forget that 
Sunday evening service where we sang together, they with Rus- 
sian words and we with English, ““Nearer my God to Thee,” 
‘‘What a Friend we have in Jesus” and “‘Blest Be the Tie That 
Binds.” U.S. Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas in his 
recent book “‘Russian Journey” reports on an evening service at 
a Baptist church and says: 

‘TJ knew when I heard those hymns that no concentration 
camp, no firing squad, no secret police could ever subdue the 
religious spirit of the Russian people.” 

My reaction was the same. 

Throughout our stay in Russia we were accompanied by offi- 
cial interpreters supplied by the Soviet. None of the Russian 
churchmen spoke English, and only one of our group could 
speak Russian. These young fellows made clear to us at the start 
that they were atheists and proud of it. But they were good 
linguists and interpreted faithfully and conscientiously. 

After our farewell luncheon, I rode to the Moscow airport in 
the car with Bishop Henry Sherrill, Presiding Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A., one of the Russian 
priests, and one of the young interpreters. The interpreter said: 
“Bishop Sherrill, during these ten days you have teased me. But 
now I want to tell you something, but do not laugh at me and 
do not imagine more than I say. I am an atheist, but I think I 
must read the Bible. I pride myself on being educated. I am a 
graduate of the University, of the School of International Affairs 
and of the School of Linguistics. This interpreting assignment is 
my first contact with religion and, furthermore, I have been in- 
tently listening to you Americans as you talked among yourselves. 
I have concluded that, to be educated, I must know the Bible.” 

The Bishop slapped the young fellow on the knee and said: 
“My boy, you are two-thirds converted !”’ 

“No! I told you I thought you would laugh at me.” 

And then in a very serious way, “No, my friend, I am not 
laughing at you. You are on the right track. I will see that you 
have a Bible.” 

“That is not necessary. Yesterday I bought one.” 

The Bible he had purchased was one which had been pro- 
duced by the American Bible Society. 
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Ziegenbale— Translator of Tamil 


XACTLY two hundred and fifty years ago, on July 9, 
1706, Bartholomaus Ziegenbalg and Henry Pliitschau 
landed in Tranquebar, a port in south India, to begin 
work as the first Protestant missionaries to India. 
Ziegenbalg was a German Lutheran highly trained in 
pietistic theology. On completion of his education Ziegen- 


-balg, with Pliitschau, was recommended to King Frederik 


IV of Denmark, who was concerned about the evangeliza- 
tion of those under his rule. Frederik was impressed by 
the two German pastors and enabled them to set out at 
once for*Tranquebar. 

Although these early missionaries were in the employ of 
the King of Denmark, they met with much opposition, 
both from the Danish governor, who even imprisoned 
Ziegenbalg once for a few months, and from the colonists 
in Tranquebar. The two men settled in an area populated 
by slaves and those of mixed Portuguese and Indian par- 
entage, among whom they established a Portuguese-speak- 


ing church. While Pliitschau worked primarily with those 


who knew the European language, Ziegenbalg studied 
long hours in an effort to master the Tamil language of 


- Tranquebar. He became amazingly proficient in this lan- 


guage and produced a 40,000-word dictionary in Tamil. 
In 1711 the Tamil New Testament translation was com- 
pleted, but Ziegenbalg decided to revise his version com- 
pletely with the assistance of another missionary, Johann 
Ernst Grundler. By the end of 1713 the book was ready for 
printing. The press and paper were provided by the Soci- 


ety for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge in England. 


Type was supplied by friends in Halle, where Ziegenbalg 
had studied. 

The Gospels and Acts were off the presses in 1714, but it 
became apparent that the type sent out from Germany was 


too large and required more paper than the missionaries 
had. It is rather remarkable to realize that this first trans- 


lation for India, produced in a Danish colony by a German 


pastor with a Tamilian informant, was printed with the 
help of English presses and paper, using German and 


Indian type. 
Bartholomaus Ziegenbalg died in Tranquebar in 1719 


at the age of only thirty-six. But he had pioneered in an 


enterprise that was destined to grow and spread to all the 
corners of the earth. Today, as the 250th anniversary of 


- the arrival of Protestant missions is celebrated in India, 
Portions of the Bible are available in 133 languages for the 


Indian subcontinent. For the eighteen million Tamil- 
speaking people in south India and Ceylon as well as for 
those speaking eleven other major languages of India, the 
American Bible Society has provided financial assistance 


to the Bible Society of India, Pakistan and Ceylon for the 


publication of the Sermon on the Mount. 
—Cynthia Boyer 
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Here an Indian evangelist teaches the story of the Good Shepherd 

to a Bible class. The first missionaries who arrived in“India 250 

years ago translated the Scriptures, that Gospel stories might be 
known throughout the land 


- 100 years ago... 
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Reports of Agents 


Mr. Phillips of Oregon reports that the Bible 
cause is advancing in that territory. He had re- 
cently organized a new society at Eugene City. He 
had visited in Polk County fifty-two families, and 
found sixteen without a Bible and nine with neither 
Bible nor Testament. On another tour he visited 
from six to fourteen families a day and found about 
one in five destitute of an entire Bible, and sev- 
eral without any Portion of the Scriptures. He 
says: “I find the more people become acquainted 
with the objects and operations of the American 
Bible Society, the more interest they feel in its 
auxiliaries.” 


Courteous Acknowledgment 


(The last annual report of the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church contains the fol- 

- lowing paragraph.—KEds.) 

~ “American Bible Society—God bless it, is the — 
exclamation of our whole missionary corps at home 
and abroad; because it aids them always, and to the 
extent of their requests, for donations of the Holy 
Seriptures for circulation on their missions. The 
board is careful to ask only when we need, but we 
bear testimony that we never ask in vain. 
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High Lights of the 140th Annual Meeting 


HE 140th Annual Meeting of the American Bible Society was 
1 Rees on May 10 by President Daniel Burke in the chapel 
of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City. 

The meeting was highlighted by the presence of many promi- 
nent members of the Board of Managers, two of whom addressed 
the meeting. Also present 
were foreign guests who are 
active on behalf of the Bible 
cause. 

The Rev. Dr. Floyd Shack- 
lock, a ministerial member of 
the Board of Managers, was 
introduced by the President 
and addressed the Society on 
mhem bible ini Atricas: Dr. 
Shacklock is the Executive 
Secretary of the Committee 
on World Literacy and Chris- 
tian Literature. He had just 
returned from Africa and em- 
phasized to members of the 
American Bible Society the 
importance of providing the 
Scriptures in the languages of 
new literates in Africa. 

Mr. Charles C. Parlin was 
also introduced by President 
Burke. Mr. Parlin, a Sterling 
and Wright partner, is a vice 
president of the Society. He 
just returned from the Soviet Union, which he visited as the 
Methodist lay delegate among the Church representatives in- 
vited to tour Russia by the Metropolitan of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. Mr. Parlin spoke to the members of the Society on the 
status of religion and Bible use and publishing in Russia. (See 
page 84 for the text of Mr. Parlin’s remarks.) 

The Rev. Gustavo Envela, of Spanish Guinea, Africa, was 
introduced by Dr. Eugene Nida, Secretary of the Translations 
Department. Mr. Envela is the translator of the Gospel of Mark 
into the Kombe language, spoken in Spanish Guinea. This is 
the first part of the Bible for the 45,000 speakers of Kombe, a 
large percentage of whom are evangelical Christians. Mr. Envela 
was able to be at the meeting and to present to the Society the 
complete manuscript of his translation of Mark because he is 


President Daniel Burke (left) examines the completed manuscript 

of the Gospel of- Mark in the Kombe language of Spanish Guinea 

with the translator, Rev. Gustavo Envela and with Vice President 
Parlin. This was the first translation for the Kombe people 


presently in this country as a theological student at Lincoln ~ 
Seminary, Lincoln, Pennsylvania. 

Also presented by Secretary Nida was the Rev. Ewaldo Alves, 
General Secretary of the Bible Society of Brazil. Mr. Alves was in 
the United States for conferences at the Bible House on the 
ae rapidly growing work of Scrip- 
ture distribution in Brazil. 

The Annual Meeting con- 
vened for the purpose, among 
others, of electing members to 
the Board of Managers. Re- 
elected for four years, from 
1956-1960, were O. A. Sar- 
deson, Carl E. Holmes, Wal- 
ter L. Mitchell, Edmund S. 
Hawley, Willis H. Booth, 
George F. Gentes, Everett 
Smith and Alfred H. Hauser. 
Elected to this same class to 
fill existing vacancies were 
these new members: Mrs. H. 
H. McConnell, Philip Moen 
Stimson, M.D., Duncan Dun- 
bar and Alan Schumacher. 
Mr. Dunbar had served as a 
member of the Board previ- 
ously. Dr. Stimson’s father 
had served on the Board as a 
member of the Versions Com- 
mittee of the American Bible 
Society. Mr. John Jay Ide is a descendant of Chief Justice John 
Jay, who was President of the Society from 1821 to 1828. Elected 
to the Class of 1957 was a new member, Mr. Fred A. 
Schurmann. 

Nine persons who have made outstanding contributions to the 
Bible Cause were made Honorary Life Members of the Society. 
They represented residents of Germany, the United States, 
Korea and Guatemala (see below). The nominations were pre- 
sented by Secretary Eric M. North. 

Among members of the Board of Managers present were Mrs. 
Norman Vincent Peale, the Rev. Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, 
who offered the opening prayer and read the Scripture lesson, 
and the Rey. Dr. Alvin A. Ahern, who pronounced the benedic- 
tion. 


The Society Appoints Nine Honorary Life Members 


THe REVEREND PRALAT D. SCHLATTER, Chairman of the Board 
of the Wiirttembergische Bibelanstalt, in recognition of the long 
and notable achievements of the Bibelanstalt in the publi- 
cation both of German Scriptures in many varieties and of 
critical editions in Greek, Hebrew and Latin and in recog- 
nition of Pralat Schlatter’s leadership of the Bibelanstalt, 


Tue ReverReND Docror CHAr.es W. RANson, General Secre- 
tary of the International Missionory Council, in recognition of 
the integral relation of the Bible cause with the missionary 
enterprise of the Christian Church and Dr. Ranson’s 
important place in the latter. 


Mr. W. R. Lence or Enip, OKLAHOMA, in recognition of his 
generous enterprise in the distribution of New Testaments 
personally to several thousand school children in Oklahoma 
and Missouri. 
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Mr. Davin C. Wurre or Kincspown, Kansas, in recognition 
of his constant concern for the worldwide distribution of the 
Holy Scriptures and his frequent and generous gifts. 


THe Reverend Haroip L, VoELKEL, Missionary in Korea of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and Chaplain during the 
Korean War, in recognition of his outstanding service in 
the distribution of the Scriptures during and after the 
Korean War among men in the prison camps and the 
organization of a remarkable Bible-study movement among 
the prisoners. 


THE ReveREND AND Mrs. Newserry J. Cox, Sr. MATEO 
CasraNepa, Sr. JUAREZ JuAN, SR. ARTURO HERRERA, in 
recognition of their faithful and skilled work in the first 
translation of the New Testament into the Conob language 
in Guatemala, 
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rj CHINANTEC hy KIM 
(Mexico) 3 1 OF MEZQUITA Afri 
Sipe A Q L (Fr. EqAfrica) 
CHONTAL OF OAXACA Sctiptifres 


(Mexico) Sitios PILA 
Scriptures (Dahomey, 7m 
< TZUTUJIL % W. Africa) ~~ 
_ (Guatemala) en ta au 
BES SOUTH iS New Tastament 
New Testament : > GBARI ¥ MATAI 
ae S CONOB AMERICA (Nigeria) % 
de (Guatemala) 
Scriptures 
NYEMBA 


(Angola) 


T LEAST one complete Book of the Bible has now been pub- 

lished in 1,092 languages and dialects. 

The Bible was completed in Luvale, spoken in Northern 
Rhodesia, Belgian Congo and Angola, by the publication of the 
Old Testament by the American Bible Society. 

New Testaments were published for the first time in Bari 
(Sudan), Asho Southern Chin (Burma), Conob (Guatemala), 
Gbari: Matai (Nigeria), Hula (Papua) and Kim (French Equa- 
torial Africa). 

Scriptures were published for the first time in: 

PEMVAATITEC. ey. ager IMLEXICO, eho epee Sekt) Miri kes pet se 1955 
Miontatoe Oaxacan sMeEXICO..% oo ciple eliciree os Miata ca 1955 
PA WAUKUE Ny. swe ore New Guinea, ...-«.... Mark, John. 1955 
Otomi of Mezquital.Mexico.............. Luke ee 1955 
BRA iis Ads wo s.bhe cee Dahomey, West Africa..Mark....... 1954 


fg SSHO SOUTHERN CHIN 
(Burma) 
Scriptures 
TIRURAY 
(Philippines) 


esia, Belg. 


, Angola) 
SINYeUiDaiae ain. » a's INDE OLA co cer caceae sora Marka cea 1955 
ATMYUPAY: © pedivess.as 2 ous Philippines eee ee Mar Kena 1955 
ADPABGRON DGG GLU die eee Guatemalaee.) ee 9. oe Var ene ae: 1955 


*Previously listed under ‘‘Selections,’’ and so included in previous lists. 


As of December 1955 the figures stand as follows: 
Languages in which the whole Bible has been published. . . .207 


Languages in which a complete Testament has been 


publisned. nae: sen tctsee ef es tee iene Cah: Nas he anne 265 
Languages in which at least a Gospel or other whole Book 
has Deen published, 00. cee jones a see tee wee oa eae 620 


There are some 80 or more languages, many of them previ- 
ously listed, in which short passages or collections of passages 
have been published, but in which no complete Book of the 
Bible has appeared. 


Russian Baptists Greeted at Bible House 


’ 


Secretary Robert T. Taylor (right) greets Jakov <hidkov, 
President of the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christian 
Baptists, at the Bible House, New York. 
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our officers of the All-Union Council of Evangelical Chris- 
| ene Baptists and a young lady representative of the Moscow 
Baptist Church visited the Society’s Headquarters in New York 
on May 19. The delegation of Russian Baptists, which included 
Jakov Zhidkov, president of the All-Union Council of Evangeli- 
cal Christian Baptists, Nikolai Levindanto, vice president, Alex- 
ander Karev, general secretary, Ilya Ivanov, treasurer; and 
Miss Klaudia Tyrtova, a member of the staff of Moscow Baptist 
Church, had lunch at the Bible House and addressed friends of 
the Society who had assembled to greet them, The Russian group 
was told about the worldwide mission of the American Bible 
Society by Secretary Paul Collyer, who is in charge of the Soci- 
ety’s work in Europe, the Middle East and Latin America. 
Treasurer Gilbert Darlington pledged the full cooperation of the 
American Bible Society in providing Russian Scriptures or in 
supplying matrices, that the Scriptures could be printed on 
presses in the Soviet Union. Jakov Zhidkov thanked the Society 
on behalf of the delegation and reported that his Church was 
already printing Bibles, using matrices supplied by the American 
Bible Society. 
87 


Thirst for knowledge is one common feature of the vast changes 
in all of India today. As literacy increases, demands for the Bible 


are compounded 


The author is the Presiding Bishop, Delhi 
Area Central Conference Methodist Church; 
senior representative of the American Bible 
Society on the Central Council of the Bible 
Society of India, Pakistan and Ceylon.—Ed. 


PREADING the knowledge of God’s Word in 

India faces two obstacles. First, many 

millions cannot read. Second, thousands of 
Christian homes do not possess a Bible. 

In spite of these difficulties many Indians 
value the Bible greatly and can recite many 
verses from it. A few months ago I met one 
such woman. She was about forty. She said to 
me: ‘‘When I was a girl, someone gave my 
older sister a Bible. She could read; I could 
not. She read the Bible to me every day. 
When I was fifteen, I was married. My hus- 
band was baptized the day of our marriage. 
We are very poor. We do not have a Bible. 
Neither of us can read, but our oldest son has 
gone to school through the eighth grade. He 
is working for the railroad. He lives thirty 
miles from us but comes to visit us frequently 
and always brings his Bible. He has promised 
to give us a Bible soon. We want a Bible in 


Fr 


UNATIONS 
Old ways persist, and the wooden plow and oxen 
are common sights through the breadth of the 


country. ... 
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our house, so when visitors who 
can read come to see us, we can 
have them read the Bible to us.” 

Somehow the Church, and the 
Bible Societies that work with the 
Church, must see that families like 
this one have a Bible. 

The Methodist Church in India 
and Pakistan is celebrating its 
100th birthday this year. It has been assisted 
every year of the century by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society and is now drawing im- 
mense help from the Bible Society of India, 
Pakistan and Ceylon. It is especially conscious 
of what it owes to the Bible Societies of the 
world. India is not in the direct orbit of the 
activities of the American Bible Society, but 
by happy arrangements this great Society has 
been able repeatedly to assist the Methodist 
Church and other Churches in their efforts to 
increase Bible circulation. 

About four years ago, when detailed plans 
for the Centenary celebration were being 
made, it was decided that Bible circulation 
and study, both within the Church and in the 
larger public outside the Church, should be 
emphasized. The Church lives and grows in 
proportion to its consumption and digestion 
of the Word of God. 

In a land where Hinduism, Islam and other 
religions are so powerful, the Church is more 
dependent than elsewhere upon its knowledge 
and understanding of those eternal verities 
that the Bible presents in the purest form. 
New converts, of whom happily there have 
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. . » but there is a new day in India; and above all, 

among new things must be the Bible for those 
without it 
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BY BISHOP 


: 
| 


Like the wheat that the 
cultivated land, the Scrt 
in greater numbers any 


ecome a Liberator 
ind Live by God's Word 


PICKETT 

+ broadcasts on newly been many inrecent years, bring to 
are being distributed the Church minds and hearts that 
fect than ever before have been shaped and largely con- 


Ea UNATIONS trolled by forces that are not en- 


tirely harmonious with the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ. When these 
converts are illiterate they present 
to the Church a very difficult 
problem in religious education. No one in any family could read when they 
We have found it exceedingly helpful for became Christians ten years ago, and there 
illiterate Christians, including those in homes was not a Bible in the entire village when the 
where not a single person can read, to possess present pastor was appointed six years ago; 
a Bible and to treasure it. The preacher on but now a dozen or more young people are 
his pastoral visitations, the teacher employed learning to read, and through sacrificial sav- 
by the Church, and other Christians coming to ing—meaning having to eat less—and through 
the home are encouraged to call for the Bible help received from the American Bible Soci- 
and toread it to the family and neighbors. ety’s gift, they have been able to get Bibles. 
Experience has taught the great value that ‘‘At every service I hold in that village,” he 
the memorizing of selected Scripture passages _ told me, ‘‘all of these young people bring their 
brings to the adult illiterate, especially if he Bibles and take part in reading verses. Some 
goes on to use these selected passages in wor- of them read slowly and make mistakes, but 
ship. They provide far better than preaching _ others correct them, and the church is grow- 
does the materials out of which a Christian _ ing in spiritual power.” 
personality can be constructed. In the trans- The Bible in India, especially among In- 
formation from a Hindu or a Moslem person-_ dian victims of the Hindu caste system, is a 
ality to a Christian personality the Bible is liberator. How often have I seen depressed- 
essential. The voice of man is no substitute for class Hindus respond to the message of the 
the voice of God. Even the dedicated Chris- Bible! Having been told that they were a 
tian minister cannot accomplish much in worthless, degraded people unfit even to enter 
furthering this transforming process unless he _ the temples of their religion, they have learned 
makes constant use of the Book of Books. from the Word of God that they are beloved 
An Indian pastor told me recently of a vil- of Heaven and called to serve the purposes of 
lage in which there were fourteen families of God among their fellow men, 
Christians, all from a caste which has been so- One man with whom I became well ac- 
cially ostracized and economically depressed. (Continued on next page) 
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New techniques and scientific production of rice offer hope in 
solving India’s age-old famine problem 
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In 1946 India had a death toll of 1,000,425 from — Flour, a precious commodity to India’s 400 millions, 
malaria. Insecticides like DDT have been introduced is carefully weighed for farmers who have hand- 


to give hope for decreased malarial infection carried their grain to the mill 
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These are 


The Bible Lands 


Frank Hurley from Rapho-Guillumette 


When they heard these words, some of the people said, 
“This is really the prophet.” Others said, “This is the 
Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Gali- 
lee? Has not the scripture said that the Christ is descend- 
ed from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village 

where David was?” So there was a division among the 
people over him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but 
no one laid hands on him. (John 7:40-44) 


Be cians today probably looks much like the old 
‘village where David was,” as John wrote of the small 
hilltop town where Jesus was born. 

The picture shown here was taken in the Shepherds’ 
Fields, looking toward Bethlehem, which is still a village 
today with a population of only 7,900 people. Just off one 
of the narrow streets, fronted by houses and shops of rough- 
hewn stones, is the Church of the Nativity built by Con- 
stantine, the first Christian Emperor of Rome, in about 
S255A.D. 

Bethlehem is visited each year by tens of thousands of 
pilgrims to the Holy Land. This year for the first time 
some of the visitors have taken with them the Illustrated 
New Testament published by the American Bible Society. 
This pictorial New Testament includes nearly 600 photo- 
graphs and illustrations of Bible Lands scenes. Each one 
appears opposite the actual Scriptural text that refers to 
it and can be of help to the traveler who might not 
otherwise know what to look for. 

The Ilustrated New Testament is for the church school 
teacher and for the family to read together. It is available 
at $2, postpaid from the nearest depository of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. A list of depository addresses appears 
on page 94, 
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In India the Bible Has Become a Liberator 
(Continued from page 89) 


quainted was in his youth a typical outcaste or Untouch- 
able, accepting without protest the disabilities that Hindu- 
ism imposed upon him and his kind. Through his first 
contact with Christians he developed resentment against 
the oppression which he and others suffered. For a while’ 
he was filled with hatred for his oppressors, but eventually ‘ 
he came to understand the Christian message and ac- 
cepted Christ as his Lord. Then his sense of hatred 
changed to a sense of mission. This made him a fervent lay | 
evangelist, and through his influence converts have been | 
won to Christ, not only among those who have suffered 

as he suffered, but among their oppressors. . 

India’s public leaders for generations have been in the | 
main men who have read the Bible. From Rajah Ram | 
Mohan Roy, a pioneer of education and patriotism, to 
Mahatma Gandhi and Prime Minister Nehru, those who 
have Jed in expressing national aspirations have drawn 
heavily upon the Bible for their inspiration. During the 
forty-five years that I have served as a missionary, twenty- 
one years of them as Bishop, I have known a high propor- 
tion of these national leaders. Repeatedly, as I have talked 
with them, their conversation has revealed the influence of 
the Bible upon their thinking. Mr. Gandhi is known in the 
West as a deeply religious man, and his use of the Bible has 
been the subject of much comment. Because Mr. Nehru 
has been more reticent in expressing religious feeling, it 
has not been equally well understood that the Bible has 
been a potent force in his life. He was educated in England 
under deeply religious teachers, along with sons of Eng- 
land’s élite. He imbibed knowledge of the Bible, and it has 
stayed with him. Several of the recent translations are 
found in his home today, and in a recent address I noticed 
a quotation which obviously came from one of them. While 
we rejoice in the acquaintance with the Bible which past 
leaders have possessed, we realize that the leaders of to- 
morrow will not automatically acquire the same acquaint- 
ance. Some men are arising now and exercising consider- 
able influence upon the electorate who know nothing of 
God’s Word. The vast increase in the number of literates 
and of students in high schools and colleges is not matched 
by a comparable increase in the teaching of God’s Word. 

The Bible Society of India, Pakistan and Ceylon 
formed a plan recently to present Bibles to students. The 
American Bible Society has pledged its assistance to this 
plan. This will help, but there is need for a wider distribu- 
tion than that and for the stimulation of Bible study by 
those who have not had the privilege of being in a Chris- 
tian institution. This need is to some extent being met 
today by Bible-study correspondence courses. In these 
courses the Seventh Day Adventists pioneered. Today the 
National Christian Council, the Evangelical Fellowship 
and some smaller groups are promoting Bible study 
through correspondence courses, but this effort needs to 
be considerably expanded. 

Communist literature abounds in India, but the Indian 
public is not espousing communism wholesale. On the con- 
trary, the Communist Party in India has been more effec- 
tively held than in any other part of Asia. 

We must recognize and be grateful for the influence of 
the Bible and for the lives and the work of those who have 
helped to introduce the Bible into Indian thinking. Our 
mission now must be to expand the Bible’s influence. 
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HE LORD MAYOR of London, Cuthbert Lowell Ackroyd, is © KOREAN BIBLES IN TEXAS are presented at Gary Air Force Base by Chaplain George M 


greeted by President Burke in New York. As a Vice Pres Croak ini 

si : - er to ROK troops tf there. i istri i i 
ident of the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Mayor is si oe aaah eeUer Sd ewiies picietam ii! 
a warm friend of the Bible Cause. : Pa 


METHODIST BISHOPS confer about Bible needs around the world with Society Secretaries at the quadrennial General Conference of the Methodist Church 
in Minneapolis. Left to right: Secretary Weeks, Atlanta Division; Secretary Larson, Northwestern District; Bishop Rockey, Lucknow, India; Bishop Valencia 
Manila, P.1.; Secretary Holmgren, Foreign Department; Bishop Booth, Elizabethville, Belgian Congo, Africa; Bishop Newell, New York; Bishop Lew, Korea: 
Bishop Welch, New York; Secretary Claypool, Department of Bible Use. : 
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AT CULION LEPER COLONY in the Philippines, the Society, through its Philippine 
Agency, provides free Bibles in several languages to patients who are afflicted 
with Hanson’s disease. 
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THE GUTENBERG AWARD of the Chicago Bible Society is presented 
to J. Edgar Hoover by Secretary Osberg. Hoover is honored for his 
adherence to “the moral and ethical principles of the Holy Bible.” 
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THIS IS MY STORY 


I am a little HINDI letter 


This is my picture — I have many brothers and sisters. 


When we are sorted 
and placed in order — we make words. 


Our family name is HINDI. 


fh wits WALA A ANA a 


are Ye We live and work in a country called INDIA. 


Many young people live in our country., 


~\ I was printed 


EEE on a big roll of paper — 


<;zZ I was then shipped 


to a warehouse. 


It was very dark there. 
My brothers, sisters and I lay on 
the shelf 


I was very lonely — 


then, one day someone sent 


some money. It was counted and 


there was just enough! Out of the 
warehouse we came __:’ made into small books. 


I was very proud of my new 
cover. 


ne Then a colporteur took me and carried me 
. ne a long way. I did not know where 
: I was going. | 


The hands 


Finally, I was in someones hands. ro 


aD 


)\\E held me carefully 
I heard my name. I was the BIBLE. ~ en 2 
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rR. R. H. P. Dart, Business Manager of the Bible 
Society of India, Pakistan and Ceylon reported 
irom his office in Bangalore, India, that there is a new 
feceptiveness for the Bible in India. Excerpts from his 
eport follow: ‘‘People in most parts of this 
tountry are in a receptive mood at the 
moment, and many missionaries and col- 
dorteurs report a greater readiness and 
illingness in the acceptance of our Scrip- 
ures. On [one] trip we were four days on — 
he train instead of forty hours, owing to 
he recent riots; and I had a small stock of Illustrated 
Gospels with me. I found it very easy to dispose of them, 
and there was no feeling of opposition. Later on I found 
many of the people who had received Gospels busy reading 
rom St. John’s Gospel. [Previously] I mentioned the possi- 
dility of our printing the four Gospels in magazine form, 
With over forty illustrations in each Gospel. I am glad to 
jay the American Bible Society have now sent us the 
ecessary prints, so we can now Start with the production 
of St. Mark’s Gospel, first in eleven of the main Indian 
languages. The Bible Society in India believes that today 
the day of opportunity and the time to be expecting 
sreater things from God and attempting to do greater 
hings for God. Tomorrow also belongs to God, but that 
may be the day for doing only smaller things for Him.” 


NOTHER important change in the world map of 
Bible Society work (see editorial, page 83) took 
blace this spring at the Bible House, Bangalore, India. 
[The Executive Committee of the Bible Society of India, 
akistan and Ceylon recommended to the Central 
ouncil of the Society that “the whole of Pakistan, 
est and East, be formed into a separate unit as an 
Agency of the British and Foreign Bible Society.”’ 

Also before the Central Council, which corresponds 
n many respects to the American Bible Society’s Board 
»f Managers, is a recommendation to change the official 
ame of the India Society to “‘Bible Society of India and 
Ceylon.” This must await an amendment to the 
society’s constitution. 


ECRETARY JoHN W. Oszerc of the Chicago District 
S office reported recently that now Bibles are being 
slaced on all of the new Super-G Constellation airplanes 
ff Trans-World Airlines. Captain G. C. 
Yuvall, a pilot for TWA on the Chicago- 
.os Angeles run, recently was presented 
vith a Bible to place on the Super-G plane 
1e would be flying. [t was Captain Duvall 
vho suggested several years ago that in 
dition to a full supply of current mag- 
zines on each plane there should be a Bible. Since then 
PWA has carried Bibles furnished by the American Bible 
society, to all TWA flights in the United States. Captain 
Juvall discussed his plan with the late Ralph S. Damon, 
resident of TWA, who thought the idea was a good one. 
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Today is the Day of Opportunity in India 


By Lines on the Bible 


Regular consignments of Bibles now go from the Bible 
House in New York to TWA’s supply department. 


O* LATE—IN JAPAN, Bible colporteurs have been 
unusually successful, according to General Secre- 
tary Miyakoda of the Japan Bible Society. In Kyushu, 
the southernmost island of Japan, a team of eight col- 
porteurs are covering the territory around the base of 
the Mount Aso volcano. Many villages around the 
mountain have never been visited by Bible distributors. 
The colporteurs start out at about eight o’clock each 
morning and visit fifty to a hundred 
houses during the day. Sales are made at 
about half of them. Mr. Miyakoda 
points out that this is an outstanding 
acceptance of the Scriptures, since only 
five persons in a thousand in Japan are 
Christians. 


Astor W. TuHonceEr, President of the Bible Society of 

Belgium, was in the United States recently. At the 
Bible House in New York he had some significant things 
to report about the Society he heads: ‘“The Belgian Bible 
Society is a product of the work of the United Bible 
Societies and the American Bible Society to reestablish the 
missionary emphasis of Bible Society work in Europe. The 
Belgian Bible Society has been effective beyond our wildest 
expectations. For centuries the Bible was a forbidden Book 
in Europe. This was true in Belgium until quite recently. 
Now Bibles are displayed in shop windows; colportage 
sales have doubled in 1955 over 1954. The Bible is coming 
into the limelight of Belgian opinion. All of this has come 
to pass in spite of the fact that just five years ago you 
couldn’t go into a shop and purchase a Bible. No one 
would have known where to send you to buy one.” 


N ITS MAY 17TH ISSUE the Christian Advocate 
I reported that there was something new in office rou- 
tine. The Advocate outlined how many big business 
offices within recent years have accepted as part of their 


routine a period of fifteen minutes in the 
midst of morning work to allow everyone 
to get a cup of coffee. ‘‘It’s a good invest- 
ment of time,’’ the magazine quoted one 
executive, who went on to say that his 
people come back to their desks re- 
freshed and ready for increased efficiency.” 

An insurance executive has given this idea a new 
twist. Instead of going out for a cup of coffee he per- 
sonally uses the time for reading passages from his New 
Testament. 

“T have found that a Bible break serves my purposes 
far better than the conventional coffee break,’ the 
insurance man said. ‘“‘When the time comes, I shove all 
my correspondence back, close my mind against the 
details of the morning’s business and turn my attention 
to my Bible.” 


98 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Bible Society Record 


Published Continuously Since 1818 


A Journal Dedicated to the Wider Distri- 
bution and Use of the Holy Scriptures 


Editors: THE SECRETARIES 
Address correspondence to the 
Managing Editor 
WILu1AM F. AsBpury 
450 Park Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 


Vol. 101 GY 41950 No. 6 


American 
Bible Society Directory 


HEApDQuARTERs: Bible House, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
Telephone, Plaza 9-4300 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries, E. M. North (Re- 
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SUMMER ISSUES 


During the summer the Bible 
Society Record is not published 
in June or August. Beginning 


with the September issue, the 
Record once again will be pub- 
lished monthly. 


New Listing of Board of Managers 


The Board of Managers of the American 
Bible Society, as constituted at the Board’s 
organizational meeting on June 7, is now 
composed of the following members: 


Term—1955 to 1959 


Arthur Y. Meeker 

Reginald S. Wareham 
rs. Harry 
Rosengrant 

Charles T. Lee 

L. K. Hall, Ph.D. 

Conover English 

Mrs. J. Rex Van Gorder 

George Perkins 

Faulkner Lewis 

David G. McCornack 

Byron B. Ralston 


Term— 1956 to 1960 


Everett Smith 

O. A. Sardeson 

Carl E. Holmes 

Edmund S. Hawley 

Willis H. Booth 

Walter L. Mitchell, Jr. 

Mrs. Norman Vincent Alfred H. Hauser 
Peale Mrs. H. H. McConnell 

Roscoe C. Edlund Philip Moen Stimson, 

Ellis L. Phillips, Jr. M.D 

Randolph H. Brownell 

Raymond T. Parrot Alan Schumacher 

Henry G. Raab John Jay Ide 


MINISTERIAL MEMBERS OF BOARD COMMITTEES 


Prof. Oswald T. Allis, Rev. Edgar F. Romig, 
Ph.D. D.D 


Term—1953 to 1957 


Orrin G. Judd 

Edward H. Hume, M.D. 
Harry Hodges 

H. A. Clinkunbroomer 
H. R. Bowler 

Robert R. Diefendorf 
Mrs. Jesse M. Bader 
Eugene Exman 

John H. Ryder 
Manuel E.Kulukundis 
Fred Schurmann 


Term—1954 to 1958 


Stetson Baker 

John Binns 

C. L. Hsia, Ph.D 

Mrs. Stephen L. Angell 
Wallace D. McLean 
Ford Stewart 


Duncan Dunbar 


Rev. John Sutherland Rev. Bruce Manning 
Bonnell, D.D. Metzger, Ph.D. 
Rev. C. E. Leavers Rev. Alvin A. Ahern, 
Prof. ola E. Calver- Ph.D. 
ley, Ph Rev. J. W. Decker, D.D. 
Rev. (Tae S Gillespie, Bishop Frederick B. 
Newell 
Rev: A. L. Warnshuis, Rev. Edward R. Dal- 
D.D. glish 
Rev. Channing H. To- Rey. eer Cc. Shack- 
bias, D.D. lock, 
* * * 


March Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society was held at the 
Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 
22, on Thursday, March 1, 1956, at 3:30 
p-m., President Daniel Burke, LL.D., in the 
Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Secretary North. 

The theme “The Bible Speaks Today” 
for the Board of Managers’ Report for 1956 
was approved. 

It was reported that the issues of volumes 
from the Bible House, New York in 1955 
totaled 14,071,376 as compared with 
13,860,397 in 1954. 

Rey. Walter J. Lake was appointed Sec- 
retary of the Atlantic District as of Septem- 
ber 1, 1956. 

First-edition copies of the volumes contain- 
ing Acts and Romans, I Corinthians through 
II Timothy, and Titus through Revelation 
in Portuguese Braille were presented, the 
Society thus making available for the first 
time the entire New Testament in seven 
volumes for the Portuguese-speaking blind. 

* rk * 


April Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society was held at the 
Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 
22, on Thursday, April 5, 1956, at 3:30 
p-m., President Daniel Burke, LL.D., in the 
Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Mrs. Jesse M. Bader. 

The resignation of Mr. Albert J. Passage 
as a Manager was accepted with deep 
regret. 

It was reported that the Annual Meeting 


About our cover: This issue of the 
Record is being devoted mostly 
India. Articles by Secretari 
Holmgren and North and 
Bishop Pickett of the Methodist 
Church in India have one thing i 
common: they all say that the 
nearly 400 million people of India 
are in a time of change. We felt 
that this picture of an Indian mao 
about to receive his first innocula. 
tion shows something of the 
searching and anticipation, and 
possible despair, that are accom 
panying the present upheaval. 
Above all, the Bible must be an 
integral part of the new day 3 in 
India.—Ed. Orgusisation Photo 


of the Society will be held on May 10, at 38 
p-m., in the Chapel of the Fifth Avenue? 
Presbyterian Church, New York City. 

The text of the Gospel of John in Ma-+ 
guindanao was approved for publication. | 

The production of the one-minute Bible- + 
reading TV films for 1956 was approved. 1 

The Board approved of the publication p 
of the Revised Guide for Translators and § 
Revisers. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
1956 JULY 1956 
Chapter 
16: 1-20 


Book Chapter y Book 


127:1-5 2 Mark 

Psalms 128:1-6 Romans 
Psalms 140:1-13 Romans 
Mark 12:1-17 Romans 
Mark 12:18-44 Romans 
Mark 14:1-42 Romans 
Mark 14:43-72 Romans 
Mark 15:1-28 Romans 
Mark = 15:29-47 


Psalms 


Day Book y Chapter 
Mark : 15:1-20 
Mark : g 
Mark 
Mark 
Mark 
Mark 
Mark 
Mark 
Mark 
Mark 
Mark 
udges 
udges 
Judges 21-2: 
udges 11:1-40 
Judges 14:1-20 
SEPTE 
Book Chapter y Book Chapter 
Micah 6:1-16 
Habakkuk 2:1-20 
Habakkuk 3:1-19 
28:1-14 Zechariah 4:1-14 
Deuteronomy Malachi — 3:1-18 
: 30:1-20 Mark 6:1-29 
Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 3.) Mark 6:30-56 
Ecclesiastes 9:1-13 Mark 7:1-37 
Micah 4:1-13 Mark 10:1-27 
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Deuteronomy 
24:14-22 
Deuteronomy 
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THE BIBLE OF THE INDIAN ROAD (Continued from page 82) 


ign missionaries,’ and it may be that she 
vill exclude both for a while; but there is a 
300k for the Indian road which tells of 
Jur Lord Jesus Christ without whom India 
ind the world are lost. 

No one knows for sure when the Bible 
irst came to India. If the Mar Thoma 
radition is correct, the Old Testament, at 
east, may have been carried along the 
(Indian road as early as the first century. 

Today the Bible Society is distributing 
he Scriptures at the rate of about a mil- 
ion copies each year. While this is a noble 
achievement, it will be seen that it actually 
means that we are only keeping pace with 
he rise in literacy and falling far behind 
he growth of population. To meet the 
astonishing need for Scriptures in India, 
he Bible Society has set itself to provide 
every literate Christian with a copy of the 
New Testament and every literate non- 
Christian with a Gospel Portion. To 
chieve this will mean that the Bible 

ociety must distribute eighteen million 
opies of the Scriptures each year for five 

ears, or approximately eighteen times as 
any books as it is now able to circulate. During those five 
years, moreover, the population will have grown by about 


4. 


hese Indian girls speak the Kui language, in which the New 
Testament has now been translated 


enty-five million, and new literates would have increased 
(assuming the present rate) by nearly another five million. This 
should be our minimal goal for India, but it will require vast new 
‘investments in the work of the Bible Society if it is to be realized. 
In particular, the American Bible Society is cooperating with 
he Bible Society of India in several special projects which are 
designed to reach increasing numbers of people on the Indian 
road: 
The Sermon on the Mount. The important value of this Por- 
tion of Scripture for India is difficult to estimate. It represents 
at portion of Christian Scripture most acceptable to Hindus, 
argely because of Gandhi’s well-known preference for it. The 
ttractive cover and large type make it extremely useful to new 
iterates, and its inexpensive price makes it accessible to everyone. 
+ present the Sermon on the Mount has been printed in twelve 
anguages and will soon be available in five more. More than 
150,000 copies have been distributed throughout India. 
Illustrated Gospels. The demand for a Gospel Portion with 
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The India Society is encouraging the dis- 
play of open Bibles along paths outside 
churches. Here a student reads 


illustrations has been very great, and the 
Bible Society is now publishing a first 
edition of the Gospel of Mark in five of 
the major languages of India. It is ex- 
pected that these Gospels will reach thou- 
sands more on the Indian road. 

Scriptures for Matriculates and Grad- 
uates. ‘The Bible Society of India has been 
presenting volumes of Scripture Portions 
to students in the Christian schools of 
India, the Four Gospels and Acts to ma- 
triculates and the New Testament and 
Psalms to graduates. It is now proposed to 
expand this program to include many of 
the non-Christian institutions, so that as 
many of India’s future leaders as possible 
will have in their possession a copy of the 
Word of God. 

Bibles in Every Home. A survey was 
undertaken last year to ascertain how 
many Christian homes in India had no 
copy of the Bible because of poverty. 
Wherever such a home was found, the 
Bible Society presented the family with a 
copy of the Scriptures in its own language. 
To the present moment, 3,702 Bibles in 
twelve languages have been distributed under this scheme. 
The Society’s aim is that every Christian home in India should 
have a copy of the Bible by the end of the present year. 


Wayside Pulpits. One of the really imaginative schemes 
undertaken by the Bible Society of India in recent years is the 
placing of open Bibles in display cases in prominent centers and 
on the main streets where the throngs who walk the Indian road 
may read for themselves. The writer has seen for himself the way 
in which scores of people will gather round such a wayside pulpit 
and listen to. the words of Scripture being read by some literate 
friend. The need for the Bible to speak today in India calls for 
tens of thousands of these roadside lecterns. 

The goal of Bible Society activity in all the world is that every 
man, woman and child shall have access to the Gospel through 
the pages of the Word of God. In India we are yet a long way 
from that goal. If it is to be achieved in our time, we must mul- 
tiply our devotion to and support of the Bible cause, so that there 
may be a copy of the Book for every man on the Indian road. 

—Laton E. Holmgren 
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President of the Bible Society of India, Pakistan and Ceylon, 
Bishop C. K. Jacob (in robes) lays a foundation stone to a building 
annex in Bangalore for his growing Society 
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR DOLLARS 
GO TWICE AS FAR 


———— 


Invest them in American Bible Society Annuity Agreements, 
where they lead a double life of good 


The dollars you put into American Bible Society 

Annuity Agreements do double duty. Invested 
for you in wisely selected, safe securities during your 
lifetime, they bring you a regular, generous, unchang- 
ing, guaranteed income. You get a higher return and 
greater safety than you could probably procure for 
yourself and with none of the inconyenience, expense 


and worry of managing your own investments. 


After you are gone, your dollars live on, helping 
in the great work of translating the Scriptures 
into all languages, in cooperation with all denomina- 
tions. They are also distributed “without note or 
comment” by native colporteurs and by missionaries 


wherever the need exists. 


Thanks to your part in this work, New Testaments 
are at all times available to chaplains for free distri- 


bution to spiritually hungry men and women in our 


country’s Armed Forces, wherever they may be. 


You can live in comfort with a clear conscience when your money is so 
worthily invested! In addition you also receive certain income-tax exemptions. 
So don’t delay. Send for A Gift That Lives, which tells how you may both 


give and receive generously. 
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